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Chapter Ten

i

WAITING AND WATCHING
BUSACO
IT is necessary to return to the British army in the month
of August 1809, in the act of commencing its march towards
Badajoz; a tired and sick army, crawling wearily upon its
way, weak and debilitated, and feeling badly the effects of
under-feeding and privation.
. . . There are few, if any, officers or soldiers [wrote Sir Arthur to
Lord Casdereagh] . . . who, aldiough doing their duty, are not more
or less effected by dysentry, and the whole lie out, and nothing can be
got for them in this part of the country.1
Neither was he himself exempt from illness, for he was
suffering at that time from a low fever, and " was for two days
so unwell that he was obliged to travel in a carriage . . ."2
At length on September 3rd the weary trek ended, and
headquarters were established at Badajoz, where they re-
mained until the following December.
Letters of congratulation on the victory of Talavera now
began to arrive from home, the one from the Prime Minister
containing the news that Arthur was to be made a Baron
and Viscount He accepted the intimation with respectful
gratitude for this mark of his Sovereign's favour, but his
indifference to the title itself is seen in his impersonal attitude
towards it, and the details concerning it were left entirely to
his brother, William Wellesley Pole.
1 Dispatches, Vol. V, p. 31.
2 Skerer> Military Memoirs, Vol. 7, p. 265.
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